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LIFE GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 
LETTING GOD WORK IN AND THROUGH US 
INTRODUCTION 

Thank you so much for choosing to serve as a Life Group leader. A life group is a small 
community that seeks to LIVE, LOVE, and LEAD like Jesus through authentic 
relationships. You’re leading people to put their faith into action each week. God can and 
will use you in powerful ways as you lead your friends and neighbors into Christ-centered 
community - thank you for making yourself available to our good God for His kingdom work. 

We want to take a moment and tell you how excited we are that you are studying the Book of 
Acts as a life group. This book is a powerful witness to how the Holy Spirit works mightily in 
and through His people. Our prayer for you is that this study would be transformational for 
your life group, both individually and as a group. Following Jesus takes great faith and 
great courage - the book of Acts is a testament to what happens when God’s people live 
out both of those with boldness found in the Holy Spirit. May this study lead to great 
movements of God in our community today through the Holy Spirit’s work in and through you 
and your group. Please take time to not only study this incredible book of the Bible this year, 
but seek as a group to be a witness to those around you this year through service, Gospel 
sharing, and discipling. We can’t wait to hear the stories of how God works in and through you 
all.  

Why Study the Book of Acts:  Acts is a continuation of what Jesus did in the Book of Luke. It is 
a book of action, not so much about the acts of Christians, but the acts of Jesus working in 
and through people, especially His people. In Luke, He did it through His physical body of 
flesh. In Acts, He works through the bodies of others. Acts helps us see and understand the 
true power of the church reaching to all peoples. In fact, we really can’t understand the NT 
without the Book of Acts.  

The basic question the Book of Acts asks and answers is, “What happened to make the Gospel 
break out of Jerusalem and reach to the ends of the earth?” All people need to hear about 
Jesus and how they can believe and be saved. Acts causes us to ask, “What needs to 
happen so the Gospel can break out of our churches to our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of our world today?”  

How to introduce the study of Acts:  
This page can be used as a guide to facilitate your first group meeting for the Book of Acts 
study.  

1. Before discussing the study; get to know more about each other. 
a. Take the opportunity to get the group re-connected by catching up on what 

they did over the summer.   
2. Discover what the group’s knowledge level is regarding the book of Acts. 

a. This is a new study for our Life Group. Has anyone had the opportunity to 
spend time in the Book of Acts before? Remember: You may have some 
new believers in your group that have little knowledge of the Bible.  

3. What are some of your expectations about our study this year? 
4. What are some of the things you would like to see our group do this year? 
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LIFEGROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 
INTRODUCTION TO THE CURRICULUM 

Below are some reminders for leading your Life Group through this curriculum. A curriculum 
is a guide, not a strict template that must be followed to a tee. It is good to have structure and 
consistency, however make sure you prayerfully allow room for the Holy Spirit to lead each of 
your times together as a group. Life Groups are purposed to put faith into action and see 
lives transformed. The most important part of each meeting is not what people know, but how 
they grow - applying God’s truths to real life.  

Don’t forget to take regular breaks from this curriculum to go out and serve our community, 
have a neighborhood BBQ and invite friends, attend a concert or community event, etc.  

  

As you begin your life group, you have a couple of options for how to get started. 

1.  ASK. Ask your group about last week’s application (maybe review last week’s 
conversation), then listen for how God has been at work in people’s lives. This is also a great 
opportunity to review last week’s story. 

2.  ICEBREAKERS. This is a fun or sometimes serious question that opens up conversation, 
helps you all learn something new about one another, and/or  relates to the theme in the 
passage. Feel free to come up with your own! Give everyone a chance to engage, but don’t 
let it take too long. It’s just a warm up. 

3.  PRAY. Don’t forget this as you begin your time together. Prayer is powerful. 

 

In this section, you’ll find a summary of the text you’re about to go over. Feel free to read the 
text for yourself and tell the story in your own words! Or, if that didn’t happen in your week, 
read the summary that is provided (try not to stare down at the page the whole time). 
Remember, your job is to just tell the story, not to teach on any particular points. 

Next, have everyone bring out their Bibles and read the passage together. Then rebuild the 
story, asking questions like, “Then what happened?” and “Who were the characters in this 
story?” This ensures that everyone is involved and starting on the same page — something 
especially important to any new or non-believers in your group. 

 

In this section, you’ll find questions to help your group discuss the passage. The questions are 
separated into two sections: core questions and more questions. The core questions are the 
questions that can be used for any passage. We recommend that you use these questions 
every time that you meet. The more questions are there as a tool to help you continue the 
discussion in particular directions to follow where your group is going. Feel free to come up 
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with your own “more questions” before your group or as the Holy Spirit leads you in the 
discussion itself. Remember, try to lead your group from head-questions (facts) to 
heart-questions (emotions and faith), then to hands-questions (application). 

 

These are extremely important questions for your group. These questions not only can 
stimulate great discussion and prompt your group members into action, they can also allow 
you to see into a person’s heart in significant ways. 

There are two ways to ask life application questions: (a) Use the core questions provided or 
(b) Add some of  your own questions based on comments made during the discussion time. 

These life application questions are the most important, because this is where people 
put their faith into action. 

 

As you close your time together, lead the members of your group to come to an 
action-based conclusion. What is a take-away that God could be putting on your hearts? 
How can they put their faith into action? How can we live differently and become more like 
Christ? Then follow-up each week by asking how things went. 

Lastly, conclude your group time with prayer. Ask for people’s prayer requests and pray for 
God to continue to teach you about this passage throughout the week. 

SOME HELPFUL TIPS : 

⬥ Do not skip the story rebuild or questions sections. They are intended to get everyone 
on the same page and help the discussion gradually become more serious. That being 
said, feel free to come up with your own questions within these sections. 

⬥Don’t be afraid of the “awkward silences.” Let the seconds pass by in these times — 
some great comments can come out of these moments. 

⬥Manage your discussion time well to ALWAYS arrive at the application question(s) with 
at least 15 minutes of discussion time left. It is intended to be the most meaningful time 
of the group meeting. 

⬥Make sure your group knows that these discussions take place in a safe environment 
where no one will attack them for having different perspectives or experiences. Keep an 
eye on the dynamics of the group so that everyone feels safe sharing personal thoughts 
and experiences with others. 
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INTRODUCTION TO ACTS: 
ASCENSION AND CALL TO WITNESS 
ACTS 1:1-26 
 

 
 
1.   ASK. Is anyone familiar with the Book of Acts? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one highlight from your life since we last met? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 

 
 
The book of Acts opens with a greeting to Theophilus, to whom the Gospel of Luke was also 
addressed, explaining that in Luke, the author shared things Jesus did and commanded. After 
Jesus rose from the dead, he spent forty days with His disciples speaking about the kingdom 
of God. During that time, Jesus promised the disciples, “The Holy Spirit is coming soon, and 
through the Holy Spirit’s power, you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” And after Jesus said this, a cloud came and took Jesus into 
heaven. Then two men in white robes told the disciples that Jesus would return in the same 
way that He had just left. 

The disciples returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olivet, and they went to the 
upper room that they were all staying in together. All of the people gathered there were 
devoting themselves to prayer. During that time, Peter stood and spoke that Scripture had 
been fulfilled with the events leading up to this point, including the betrayal and subsequent 
death of Judas, and the disciples should appoint someone to take Judas’ place as a disciple. 
They nominated two men as potential candidates - Joseph and Matthias. And they prayed to 
God asking him to reveal which man should step into the apostleship that Judas had left. 
Then they cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was counted as one of the apostles.  
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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INTRODUCTION TO ACTS: ASCENSION AND CALL TO WITNESS 
ACTS 1:1-26 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● If you were in the shoes of the apostles, how would you feel if you were first given the 
task described in Acts 1:8? 

● How are you affected by the promise that Jesus will return one day? 
● Why was it important for the disciples to be together?  
● Acts 1:8 is still happening today. What do you discover in this passage to equip, 

motivate, and give you confidence to complete the task that has been set before us? 
Where is our Jerusalem? Our Judea? Our Samaria? What is your role in taking the good 
news of Jesus to the ends of the earth?  

● How does the decision making process take place for this group of people? Why might 
that be important? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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PENTECOST: THE HOLY SPIRIT  
ARRIVES AND BIRTHS THE CHURCH 
ACTS 2:1-47 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. How do you usually tend to  respond when you try something new?  
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Jesus’ disciples were still gathered together in Jerusalem. Suddenly, there was a sound 
coming from heaven like a rushing wind that filled the entire house that they were sitting in. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and rested upon each of them. 
Instantly, they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 
Spirit gave them power. At this time, there were devout Jews living in Jerusalem from every 
nation, and a crowd of them gathered together in amazement and confusion. They were 
bewildered because each one of them was hearing the disciples speak in his own language. 
And they were amazed, saying “Aren’t all of these men from Galilee? How are they speaking in 
all of our own languages?” They all heard the disciples sharing the mighty works of God in 
their language. And all of the crowd was amazed, and were asking each other, “What does 
this mean?” But others in the crowd thought that the disciples were drunk.  

Peter, who was standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and said, “Men of Judea 
and all who dwell in Jerusalem, listen: these people are not drunk at nine in the morning, as 
you suppose, but rather this was prophesied by the prophet Joel. He wrote about how God 
would pour out His Spirit in the last days, and that sons and daughters would prophesy. Joel 
wrote about how wonders and signs would come from the heavens, and that it would come 
to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” He shared further 
about Jesus, and how God had demonstrated His power and wisdom in Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection. Peter continued to share that Jesus was the descendant of David that they had 
waited for.  The hearers were cut to the heart, and asked, “What shall we do?” and Peter told 
them, “Repent, and be baptized.” And 3,000 people were baptized that day.  

The believers gathered as the church in homes, focusing on the apostles’ teachings, 
sharing meals, meeting needs, and praying together. God did many signs and wonders, and 
His people praised Him as He added more and more people to their fellowship. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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PENTECOST: THE HOLY SPIRIT  
ARRIVES AND BIRTHS THE CHURCH 
ACTS 2:1-47 

 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What do you learn about the Holy Spirit from this passage? 
● What amazes you most about Pentecost? Why? 
● What impacted you from Peter’s sermon?  
● Do you think the fellowships described in this section can be duplicated today? Why or 

why not?  
● Of the fellowship’s characteristics mentioned, which do you value most? Least? Why? 
● What do you think it would be like for the Lord to add daily to the numbers of our 

Christian community those who are being saved? 
● How does the life and purpose of our church and community compare to this group?  

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOD’S KINGDOM: 
PROCLAIMED IN HEALING AND WORD 
ACTS 3:1-26 
 

 
 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is your favorite way to see new places? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 

 
 
Peter and John were on their way to the temple for prayer one afternoon, when they 
encountered a man who had been crippled since birth sitting at the gate of the temple. He 
was carried there daily to beg as people entered the temple. The man asked Peter and John 
for alms. They responded by saying, “Look at us,” and the man did. Peter then said, “I have no 
silver or gold to give, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, rise 
up and walk!” And he took the man by the right hand and lifted him up. Immediately, the 
man’s feet and ankles were made strong and he began leaping and walking, praising God as 
he entered the temple with Peter and John. And people were filled with wonder as they 
recognized him as the lame man from the gate of the temple.  

As they were on a porch in the temple grounds, people gathered to see the man 
walking. Peter said, “Men of Israel, why do you stare as if this happened with our own power? 
It was the God of our Fathers, through Jesus’ name, that made this man walk. The faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man perfect health.” Peter continued to speak, “God foretold the 
story of Jesus would happen through His prophets. Repent so that your sins may be 
forgiven!” And then Peter gave examples of the ways that the Old Testament prophets had 
spoken about Jesus, and that the purpose of sending Jesus was so that people would be 
blessed and turn from their wickedness.  
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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GOD’S KINGDOM: PROCLAIMED IN HEALING AND WORD 
ACTS 3:1-26 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● In your experience, what causes people to be open to conversations about faith and 
Jesus? 

● To what extent does God’s Word affect your confidence, actions, and attitudes about 
God and life? 

● How do you respond when you have opportunities like Peter to talk about Jesus? 
Would you like to respond differently than you typically do? 

● What did you notice about the man who was healed?  
● What do you notice about the people you know who need healing? 
● Is there an area of your life that needs healing? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERED:  
BOLDNESS IN DEED AND PRAYER 
ACTS 4:1-31 
 

 
 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. How do you feel about public speaking? Why? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 

 
As Peter and John were speaking to the people at the temple, the religious leaders showed up 
and were greatly annoyed because they were teaching about Jesus. They arrested Peter and 
John and put them in custody overnight. Even with this tension, thousands of the people who 
had heard them believed in Jesus.  

The next day, the religious leaders gathered together in Jerusalem, including the high 
priest, and asked Peter and John, “By what power or name did you do this?” Peter, full of the 
Holy Spirit, said, “It was by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified and God 
raised from the dead. There is salvation in no one else.” When the leaders saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, two men without formal religious training, they were amazed. They could tell 
that they had been with Jesus. Seeing these men standing before them, including the man 
who was healed, they had nothing to say in opposition, and had them step out.  

After they left, the leaders asked, “What will we do about these Jesus followers, 
especially after such a notable event? They need to stop speaking about Jesus so this does 
not spread.” They called the men back in, and told them that they should no longer speak or 
teach in the name of Jesus. Peter and John answered them, “Right or wrong, we cannot stop 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” The council eventually let them go, and the 
people familiar with the healing were praising God. 

When they were released,  Peter and John went to their friends and reported what had 
happened. They all prayed to God for boldness, and for God to continue His amazing signs 
and wonders in the name of Jesus. The Holy Spirit empowered them to continue sharing the 
word of God with boldness. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERED: BOLDNESS IN DEED AND PRAYER 
ACTS 4:1-31 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How do you feel and how do you respond when you are challenged or criticized about 
your faith in Jesus? 

● In what ways does the church confront the world with Jesus today? Or do we?  
● What is the significance of the believers’ unity in the midst of being challenged? 
● What can we learn about prayer from this passage? If God knows everything, why do 

you think these people tell Him all the details? What can you learn from this? 
● What inhibits you from letting the Holy Spirit make you bolder in your witness? What 

would need to happen for you to let go of this inhibition? 
● What does this passage teach you about the use of our resources? How does this 

compare with what you see our church doing? How about what our Life Group is 
doing?  

● What does their prayer tell you about their faith in the character and power of God? 
What do your prayers communicate about your view of God? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOD’S KINGDOM: 
GENEROUS, RIGHTEOUS, AND MIRACULOUS 
ACTS 4:32-5:16 
 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. Have you ever been the recipient of someone else’s great generosity? What 
is the story? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 

 
 
The believers were of one heart and soul, and had all things in common. The apostles were 
giving testimony about Jesus with great power. And the believers took care of one another, 
giving generously, even through the selling of their land and houses to give money to the 
apostles to distribute as needed.  

One married couple, Ananias and Sapphira, sold a piece of property and decided to 
keep some of the proceeds for themselves. When they brought only part of the proceeds and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, Peter asked, “Ananias, why have you lied to the Holy Spirit to keep 
back profits for yourself? It was yours to keep before you sold it - why choose to lie now? You 
have lied to God.” And at these words, Ananias fell down dead. Great fear spread to all who 
heard of it. Three hours later, his wife came in, but she didn’t know what had happened. Peter 
asked her how much they had sold the field for, and she also told him the deceitful amount. 
Peter responded, “Why would you lie to the Spirit of the Lord? Your husband is dead and so 
will you be.” Immediately, Sapphira died and was buried by her husband. 

Now, more signs and wonders were being done among the people by the apostles, 
and multitudes of new believers were coming to the Lord. The apostles were highly regarded 
for this miraculous movement of the Spirit, and people in and around Jerusalem were 
bringing the sick and suffering to be healed.  
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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GOD’S KINGDOM: GENEROUS, RIGHTEOUS, AND MIRACULOUS 
ACTS 4:32-5:16 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How does this story demonstrate the high value that God places on truth and unity 
within the body of Christ? 

● In what ways do we lie to each other today within our Christian communities? 
● How does not telling the truth with each other bring about death (in spiritual and 

emotional sense) within our Christian community? 
● What difference would it make in our witness to the world today if believers were 

“highly regarded by the people”? What would that look like? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOD’S ULTIMATE AUTHORITY: 
OBEYING GOD ABOVE ALL ELSE 
ACTS 5:17-42 
 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up and why? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 

 
The high priest and some religious leaders with him were jealous and arrested the apostles. 
They were placed in a public prison, but during the night, an angel of the Lord opened the 
prison doors and brought them out. The angel said to them, “Go, stand in the temple and 
teach words of this Life.” And at daybreak, the disciples did. When the high priest and his 
council gathered that day, they called for the prisoners to be brought to them. However, the 
officers reported, “The prison was secure, and the guards were present, but when we opened 
the doors, nobody was there.” Then someone came and told the council, “The men you 
placed in prison are standing in the temple, teaching the people.” So the captain and the 
officers went to get them.  

When they returned, the high priest questioned them, saying, “We had strictly 
forbidden you from teaching in this name, yet here you are.” And Peter and the apostles 
answered, “ We must obey God rather than men. The same Jesus you crucified, God exalted 
to Leader and Savior for Israel and forgiveness of sins. There are many witnesses, including 
the Holy Spirit who is given by God to those who obey him.” When the council heard this, they 
wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, stood up and gave orders to have the 
men outside. Then he said to the council, “Brothers, be careful. Remember others who have 
tried to lead revolts and have failed. If this is from man, it will fail. If it is from God, you will not 
be able to overthrow them, and may be found opposing God!” The council took his advice, 
and instead of killing the apostles, they beat them and ordered them to not speak in the 
name of Jesus. Then they let them go. The apostles left the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer in Jesus’ name. And every day, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching that Jesus was the Christ. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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GOD’S ULTIMATE AUTHORITY: OBEYING GOD ABOVE ALL ELSE 
ACTS 5:17-42 
 

 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What circumstances can you tell us about when you had to make a choice and say; “I 
choose to obey God and not man?” 

● How would you feel if you were sent to jail for what you believe? How would your 
family feel? What do you think this would do to your life? 

● What has this passage taught you personally about persecution? 
● What are some of the costs for sharing one’s faith today?  
● How do you see God working in this conflict? 
● What things could you do better this coming week to deal with conflicts with leaders, 

co-workers, family, friends and the world? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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FAITHFUL TO GOD: 
IN CHURCH LIFE AND IN THE FACE OF DEATH 
ACTS 6:1-7:60 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. How did your household share chores when you were a child? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
As the Gospel spread to more people, a dispute began between those from Jewish and Greek 
backgrounds about the care of the Greek widows. The apostles summoned everyone and 
decided that there needed to be seven more men who could better serve the needs of the 
community of believers while the apostles continued to teach and preach the word. The 
whole gathering agreed, and seven men were chosen. Then the apostles prayed for them. The 
word of God continued to increase, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem multiplied.  

Stephen was one of the seven men, and he was full of the Holy Spirit’s power and was 
being used miraculously by God. A number of synagogue leaders disputed what Stephen was 
doing, so they instigated men to say that Stephen had taught blasphemous words against 
Moses and God. The people were stirred up and seized him, and brought him before the 
council. They set up false witnesses against Stephen, saying “This man always speaks against 
this Holy place and the Law, and that Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and the 
customs that Moses gave to us.” Everyone there noticed that Stephen’s face was like the face 
of an angel. 

The high priest asked, “Are these things so?” and Stephen replied with a speech that 
traced the history of God’s work and word starting with Abraham believing God and leaving 
his home because of his faith in God and His promises. He then speaks about Abraham’s son, 
Isaac, and regarding circumcision as a mark of this covenant. Stephen then shares about 
Joseph, and how God had facilitated Joseph’s story to preserve Israel. He then shared about 
the slavery in Egypt that Israel faced, and the story of Moses’ childhood and mistakes. He then 
shared about the burning bush story, and how God sent Moses to deliver the Israelites from 
Egypt. And the Israelites rejected Moses, and turned toward idolatry. Stephen shares about 
the tabernacle, and eventually the temple that Solomon built. He finally says, “You 
stiff-necked people, you always resist the Holy Spirit. Which of the prophets did your fathers 
not persecute. They killed prophets, and you are just like them, because you betrayed and  
murdered the Righteous One whom God had promised, even after you received the law and  
did not keep it.”  
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FAITHFUL TO GOD: IN CHURCH LIFE AND IN THE FACE OF DEATH 
ACTS 6:1-7:60 
 

 
It was obvious that the men were outraged at Stephen’s speech. He gazed into 

heaven, full of the Holy Spirit, and seeing this he said, “I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.” The men refused to listen, and rushed together at 
him. They cast Stephen out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses laid their garments at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. And, as he was being stoned, Stephen called out, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And saying this, he died. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● As the number of disciples increased, so did the practical needs. How does the 
response of the Twelve teach you about God?  

● What do you learn about Stephen throughout this passage? 
● Throughout the passage, we see evidence of Stephen being full of the Spirit and 

wisdom. What are evidences today of being full of the Spirit and wisdom? 
● Which part of Stephen’s speech is most interesting to you? Why? 
● In what aspect of your life would you like to reflect more of the Spirit and wisdom? 

 

 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 

 
● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOSPEL ON THE MOVE: 
GOD BRINGS TRUTH TO SAMARIA AND BEYOND 
ACTS 8:1-40 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 
 
2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could transport yourself anywhere instantly, where would you go and 
why? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
Saul approved of the execution of Stephen. And on that day, the church in Jerusalem 

was persecuted and they were all scattered throughout Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles. The believers who were scattered were preaching the word. Philip went to the city 
of Samaria and proclaimed Jesus to them, and the crowds paid attention to him because of 
his words and the miraculous signs that he was doing. There was a magician in that city 
named Simon who had previously amazed the people with his magic. But after they heard 
Philip preaching the Kingdom of God and Jesus, many believed and were baptized. Even 
Simon the magician was baptized. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit. 
They laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. When Simon saw this, he 
offered to pay to receive the Holy Spirit. Peter rebuked him, saying that his heart was not 
right before God and he needed to repent. Then they returned to Jerusalem. 

An angel of the Lord told Philip, “Rise and go south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” He went, and found an Ethiopian eunuch there who was a court official 
for Candace, the queen of the Ethiopians. This man had come to Jerusalem to worship, and 
was returning home. He was reading the writings of the prophet Isaiah as he traveled. The 
Holy Spirit told Philip, “Go over.” So Philip ran to the chariot and asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I understand it without the guidance of 
someone else?” He invited Philip to sit with him. The eunuch asked Philip, “Who is this 
scripture about? Isaiah? Or someone else?” And Philip told the eunuch the good news of 
Jesus, starting with that scripture. As they were traveling, the eunuch saw some water and 
exclaimed, “Look! There’s water! What is stopping me from being baptized?” He commanded 
the chariot to stop, and they both went down to the water and Philip baptized him. And when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The Ethiopian man 
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went on his way,  rejoicing. And Philip found himself at another place, and preached the 
gospel to all the towns between Azotus and Caesarea.  

 

GOSPEL ON THE MOVE: GOD BRINGS TRUTH  
TO SAMARIA AND BEYOND 
ACTS 8:1-40 

 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● Wherever the gospel goes, what seems to go with it? 
● What do you think some differences are between authentic Christianity and “phony” 

Christianity? 
● What was your primary motivation in receiving Jesus Christ as your Savior? What’s 

your primary motivation for continuing in the faith?  
● What are the factors involved in the eunuch’s coming to know the Lord? 
● What principles of sharing your faith do you observe throughout this passage? 
● What do you feel you need to know or do to become a more effective witness for 

Jesus? How about our Life Group? 
● Has there ever been a time when you felt God was leading you to someone? Who do 

you think you are called to share with in your life today? What will you do about it? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
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● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 

 
 

A LIFE TRANSFORMED: 
GOD BRINGS RADICAL CHANGE 
ACTS 9:1-31 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could have any super power, what would it be? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Saul was still persecuting the disciples. He asked the high priest for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so if he found any believers on his way, he could arrest them and bring them to 
Jerusalem. On his way to Damascus, a light suddenly shone from heaven and Saul fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Saul said, “Who 
are you, Lord?” And the voice answered, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Enter the 
city, and you will be told what to do.” The men around him were astounded because they 
heard the voice, but saw nothing. Saul rose from the ground, and though his eyes were open, 
he saw nothing. They led him to Damsucus by hand, because he was without sight for three 
days. 

A disciple named Ananias lived in Damascus. The Lord told him where to go to look for 
a man named Saul, because that man had been given a vision that Ananias would lay hands 
on him so that he might regain his sight. Ananias replied, telling the Lord he had heard of Saul 
and the evil he had done. The Lord said, “ Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine.” So 
Ananias went, and laying his hands on Saul he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something 
like scales fell from Saul’s eyes and he could see. Then he arose and was baptized. Saul 
stayed with the disciples in Damascus, and was proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God in the 
synagogues. All who heard him were amazed, asking, “Isn’t this the man who has been 
persecuting us?” After many days, the Jews in Damascus plotted to kill Saul. But Saul found 
out, so the disciples helped him escape. Saul went to Jerusalem and tried to join the disciples 
there, but they were afraid to believe him. Barnabus took him and brought him to the 
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apostles, telling Saul’s story. Saul began to preach throughout Jerusalem, and eventually left 
for his safety. And the church was growing throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 

 

A LIFE TRANSFORMED: GOD BRINGS RADICAL CHANGE 
ACTS 9:1-31 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● Whose conversion to Christianity has been most astonishing to you? Why? 
● How would you describe Saul’s encounter with Jesus?  
● How does your conversion compare and contrast with Saul’s? 
● Consider the people in your life; who are most antagonistic to Christianity? How might 

God use you to bring them to Christ? 
● Barnabus means “Son of Encouragement.” When have you experienced someone 

being a Barnabus to you? When have you been a Barnabus to someone? 
● What was one thing that you learned about fear? Courage? How could you use this to 

disciple someone? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
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● How can we pray for one another? 
 
 
 

 

THE GOSPEL IS FOR ALL: 
GOD REACHES TOWARD THE GENTILES 
ACTS 9:32-10:48 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. You’ve been given access to a time machine. When and where would you 
travel to? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Peter traveled to Lydda, and found a man named Aeneas who had been paralyzed for 8 years. 
Peter healed him in the name of Jesus, and all the residents of Lydda and Sharon turned to 
the Lord. In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha whose name translates to Dorcas. She 
became ill and died, and the disciples asked Peter to come. When he arrived, they showed 
him evidence of Dorcas’ generosity, and Peter told them to go outside. He then prayed and 
said, “Tabitha, arise” and she was alive again. And many in Joppa believed. 

There was a Centurion named Cornelius in Caesarea, who feared God and prayed 
continually to him. One afternoon, he saw a vision of an angel who told him that his prayers 
had been heard and that he needed to send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. When the 
angel departed, Cornelius did as the angel said. The next day, Peter went to pray and saw a 
vision three times of a sheet coming from heaven, and in it were animals of many kinds. And a 
voice said, “Rise, Peter, kill and eat.” And Peter said, “No, Lord, I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean.” And the voice said, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 
While Peter was thinking about this, men came to the gate and asked for him. The Spirit said, 
“3 men are looking for you. Go with them, for I have sent them.” And Peter went to them, and 
they said Cornelius had sent for him. The next day they left for Caesarea.  

In Caesarea, Cornelius had gathered his whole family and friends to hear Peter. When 
Peter came, Cornelius tried to worship him, but Peter said “I am just a man. You know it is 
against Jewish law to associate with other nations, but God has revealed that I should not call 
any person unclean. Why did you send for me?” Cornelius recounted his vision, and said they 
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were all there to hear what Peter had been commanded by the Lord. So Peter told them 
about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and how His people were to testify to the truth of 
Him being the one who was prophesied to come and forgive sins in His name. While Peter 
shared, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And those with Peter were amazed, 
because the  
 

 

THE GOSPEL IS FOR ALL: GOD REACHES TOWARD THE GENTILES 
ACTS 9:32-10:48 
 

 
Holy Spirit had poured out onto Gentiles. And Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold the 
water for baptizing these people who have the same Holy Spirit that we do?” And he 
commanded them all to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How do you think Cornelius and Peter were changed through this event? Who do you 
think was changed more? What does this teach you about God? 

● How has God changed you when you’ve shared the Gospel with others? 
● What do you learn about the Gospel from this passage?  
● Who are you most comfortable sharing the Gospel with? Why? 
● What are some of the barriers you face when getting the opportunity to share the 

Good News with others? 
 

 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
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● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 

 
 

CHURCH GROWTH: 
IN UNDERSTANDING AND CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER 
ACTS 11:1-30 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could see one movie for the first time again, what would you see and 
why? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
The apostles and believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the 
word of God. When Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who were following Jewish Law 
criticized him about spending time with Gentiles. Peter told the story of how he was praying 
in Joppa, and the vision through which God revealed that what He declares clean, man 
should not say is unclean or common. After this vision, men from Caesarea showed up and 
the Spirit told Peter to go with them to the home that had sent them. Peter continued to 
explain that as he spoke about Jesus, the Holy Spirit fell upon those listening to him just as it 
had fallen upon the apostles in the beginning. Peter said, “And I remembered that Jesus said 
we will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. If God gave the same gift to them, who was I to stand 
in their way?” When they heard these things they were silent. And they glorified God, saying, 
“Then God has also given repentance that leads to life to the Gentiles as well.” 

Those who had been scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one except Jews. 
However some men spoke to the Greeks also, preaching Jesus as Lord. And the hand of the 
Lord was with them, and a great number of people believed in the Lord. The church in 
Jerusalem heard about this, and sent Barnabus to Antioch. When he arrived, he rejoiced to 
see the grace of God there, and he encouraged them to remain faithful to the Lord. Then 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and brought him to Antioch. For a year, they met 
with the church and taught many people. It was there that the disciples were first called 
Christians. During that time, a prophet named Agabus foretold there would be a great famine 
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over all the world, so the disciples determined to send relief to the elders of the brothers 
living in Judea by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.  
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 
 

 

CHURCH GROWTH: IN UNDERSTANDING AND CARE FOR ONE 
ANOTHER 
ACTS 11:1-30 

 

 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● Think about the times when you have been most criticized. What was it like for you? 
● When have you been criticized by other Christians for doing what is right? 
● What are you like when someone criticizes you?  
● What can you learn from the way Peter responded to the critics? 
● What can you do to not be a critic of others?  
● What role do you think our Life Group could play in breaking down barriers of 

indifference and building unity and community?  
● What kind of evidence of new life do you look for in new believers? 
● What kind of care did they give to the new believers in this passage? 
● How were you helped or encouraged the most as a new believer? Who has God put on 

your heart and in your path that needs your help and encouragement this week? 
● How can you help younger Christians grow in their faith? In what ways can our Life 

Group help?  
● How would a new believer feel in our Life Group today? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

31 



 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 

 
 

 

POWER ON DISPLAY: 
WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY 
ACTS 12:1-25 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. If you could instantly become an expert in something, what would it be? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
During that time Herod began acting violently toward members of the church. He killed 
James the brother of John, and when he saw that it made the Jews happy, Herod arrested 
Peter as well. Peter was put in prison, with four squads of soldiers to guard him, while the 
Church prayed earnestly for him. 

The night before Peter was going to be tried and potentially killed, he was chained and 
sleeping between two soldiers when a bright light shone in the cell. It was an angel of the 
Lord and he struck Peter on the side to wake him, and told him to “Get up quickly.” The 
chains fell off Peter’s hands, and the angel said, “Get dressed, wrap your cloak around you, 
and follow me.” And Peter did, even though he wasn’t sure if this angel was real or a vision. 
They passed the first and second guard, and came to the iron gate to the city. It opened for 
them of its own accord, and they went out along a street and the angel suddenly 
disappeared. When Peter came to himself, he said “The Lord sent his angel and rescued me 
from the hand of Herod and all that the Jewish people were expecting.” After Peter realized 
this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, where many were praying. When Peter 
arrived, he knocked on the door and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. She 
recognized Peter’s voice, and in her joy, she forgot to open the gate and instead she ran in 
and reported that Peter was at the gate. Those gathered didn’t believe her, but she kept 
insisting, and they kept saying it was his angel. But Peter continued to knock, and they were 
amazed when they opened the door. Peter told them how the Lord had brought him out of 
prison. He told them to tell these things to James and the brothers. Then Peter left. 
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 The next morning, there was pandemonium amongst the soldiers over Peter’s 
disappearance. Herod killed the sentries as a punishment, and then went to Caesarea to 
spend time there. Herod was involved in a peace treaty with Tyre and Sidon, and during a 
public oration, the people were worshipping him. An angel of the Lord immediately struck 
him down and he died, because he failed to give God the glory. And the word of God 
continued to increase and multiply. 

 

POWER ON DISPLAY: WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY 
ACTS 12:1-25 
 

 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How have you seen God respond to a group of people that were earnestly praying? 
● Do you recall a time when God answered one of your prayers. Describe how you felt 

about it? 
● How is your motivation to pray influenced by what you see in this passage? 
● What motivated these people to pray? What motivates you to pray? Not to pray? 
● How are you like the people at the prayer meeting in this story?  
● If you aren’t like the people in this story, what steps can you take to grow in your 

prayer life? 
● How can we all join you in a big prayer in your life right now? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
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● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 

 
 

 

GOD SENDS: 
PAUL ON MISSION WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ACTS 13:1-52 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What food or combination of foods do you love that others might find odd? 
 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
At the church in Antioch, a group of prophets and teachers were worshiping and fasting 
together when the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Baranabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.” They laid their hands on them and sent them off. 

Being sent by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas and Saul journeyed to Cyprus and proclaimed 
the word of God in the synagogues. John was also with them. Further into the island, they 
met a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, 
who had sent for Saul and Barnabas to hear the word of God. But another man was trying to 
turn the proconsul away from the faith. Saul, who was also called Paul, was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and rebuked that man, saying that he would be blinded by the hand of the Lord for 
a time. Immediately, he was. Then the proconsul believed, and was astonished by the Lord.  

Paul and his companions set sail from there and went to Perga, where John left them 
to return to Jerusalem. Barnabas and Paul went on to Pisidia, and on the Sabbath they went 
in to the synagogue and sat down. After reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of 
the synagogue said, “Brothers, if you have any encouragement for the people, say it.” So Paul 
stood up and said, “Men of Israel, you who fear God, listen.” And then he told them about the 
God of Israel, and told them about their history in wilderness, the prophets, and the kings. 
And how King David’s offspring had been promised, and Jesus had come, and the rulers in 
Jerusalem rejected him and crucified him. And God raised Jesus from the dead, and had 
asked them to share the good news that in believing in Jesus, their sins were forgiven. And 
the people asked them to come back the next Sabbath to teach. The next Sabbath, nearly all 
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of the city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw the crowds, they were 
jealous, and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul. Paul and Barnabas spoke boldly, 
and told the Jews they would now share with the Gentiles who were not rejecting this. The 
Gentiles rejoiced to hear the word of the Lord was for them too, and many believed as the 
word spread throughout the region. But the Jews stirred up persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and drove them from their district. They shook the dust off their feet against them, 
and went up to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 

 

GOD SENDS: PAUL ON MISSION WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
ACTS 13:1-52 
 

 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How do you see Paul and Barnabas remain faithful to the Word of God in this passage?  
● What types of responses to the Word of God do we see in this passage?  
● How can you share the Word of God boldly this week? With whom? 
● How do you honor the Word of God in your everyday life? 
● What is one of the most meaningful experiences you have ever had sharing the Word 

of God with others?  
● If you don’t typically share the Word of God, what stops you? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
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● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOD CONTINUES TO SEND: 
GIVING GOD THE GLORY IN ALL 
ACTS 14:1-28 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one thing that you are grateful for this week? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Paul and Barnabas are now in Iconium, where they spoke in the Jewish synagogue and the 
Holy Spirit moved so that many Jews and Greeks believed. But the non-believing Jews lied to 
the Gentiles to cause trouble. Paul and Barnabas stayed for a long time, speaking boldly for 
the Lord, and the Lord caused signs and wonders to be done as a witness to his truth. But the 
people of the city were divided between siding with the Jews and with the apostles. Paul and 
Baranabas learned that those opposed to them were planning to stone them, so they fled to 
Lystra and Derbe and their surrounding areas and continued to preach the Gospel there. 

In Lystra, there was a man sitting who had never been able to use his feet because he 
was crippled from birth. He listened to Paul speaking, and Paul looked at him and saw that he 
had faith to be made well. In a loud voice, Paul said, “Stand upright on your feet.” And the 
man sprang up and began walking. When the crowds saw this, they tried to worship Paul and 
Barnabas as some of their Greek gods. When Paul and Barnabas saw this, they tore their 
garments and rushed into the crowd saying, “We are just men, like you, and we bring you 
good news to turn from these gods to the living God.” And they barely restrained the people 
from making sacrifices to them. 

Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and persuaded the crowds to stone Paul. They 
dragged him out of the city and  left him for dead. But when the disciples gathered around 
him, he rose up and the next day he went to Derbe with Barnabas. After preaching there and 
making many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch to encourage the 
disciples to continue in the faith. And they appointed elders in every church with prayer and 
fasting, and committed them to the Lord. 

Then they passed through a number of cities on their way to Antioch, from whence 
they had been sent. The church there gathered, and Paul and Barnabas told them all that God 
had done and how God had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. And they remained there 
for a long while. 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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GOD CONTINUES TO SEND: GIVING GOD THE GLORY IN ALL 
ACTS 14:1-28 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What can we learn about being on mission for God from this passage? 
● In what ways do we see the Word of God received or rejected in these verses? 
● What is one thing you learned about leadership from this passage?  
● Is there anything or anyone in your past that you have worshiped? How about now? 
● What wisdom has God given you through this passage about sharing the Good News 

and how will you use it? 
● What is one way you can/can’t identify with Paul in this passage? 
● How does this passage challenge you to grow? How will you put that into practice? 

 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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CRITICAL CONVERSATION: 
THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL AND ALL BELIEVERS 
ACTS 15:1-41 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What was the last thing you were really excited about? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
At this time, a group of men came down from Judea and were teaching that you had to be 
circumcised and live according to the law of Moses in order to be saved. Paul and Barnabas 
had great disagreement and debate with them. After this, Paul, Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders to address this 
question. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed and shared all that God had 
done with them. Some Pharisees rose up and said circumcision and following the Law of 
Moses was necessary to be saved. The apostles and elders gathered to consider the matter, 
and after much debate, Peter stood and reminded them that God had sent him to Gentiles 
earlier, and they had believed and been given the Holy Spirit. He then asked, “Why would we 
ask new believers to follow a law none of us have been able to fulfill? We are saved by the 
grace of Jesus, just as they are.” The whole assembly fell silent and listened to Paul and 
Barnabas share about God’s work through them to the Gentiles. After they finished, James 
spoke, “We have heard from Peter, and the prophets said this too, so my judgment is that we 
should not ask Gentiles who turn to God to follow the law, but merely offer these specific 
guidelines - to abstain from idols, from sexual immorality, from what has been strangled, and 
from blood.” So, the council agreed and sent Judas and Silas with Paul and Barnabas to 
Antioch with a letter sharing their conclusion. When the recipients read the letter, they 
rejoiced because of its encouragement. And Judas and Silas encouraged and strengthened 
the brothers at Antioch while remaining with them for a time. They were eventually sent 
home in peace, and Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the 
word of the Lord. 

After a while, Paul said to Barnabas, “Lets visit the brothers in every city we have 
proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are.” Barnabas wanted to take John called 
Mark with them, but Paul did not because he had not finished a trip earlier. This brought great 
disagreement, and Paul and Barnabas separated from one another. Barnabas and Mark went 
to Cyprus, and Paul chose Silas and went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 
churches.  
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CRITICAL CONVERSATION: THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL  
AND ALL BELIEVERS 
ACTS 15:1-41 

 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What does this passage teach you about the law? How could you use this to help 
disciple others? 

● In what ways do you think you are putting yokes of expectations on others? What 
yokes do you feel have been put on you? How will you remove them? 

● What do you think is essential to salvation? Why? 
● If you were to make three suggestions to new believers about what might be helpful to 

their spiritual growth, what would you tell them? Why? 
● What are you like when you are in strong disagreement with others? 
● What principles do you observe in this passage that are vital to follow as we face 

conflict with others in our Christian community? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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BELIEF AND SALVATION: 
GOD GROWING HIS CHURCH 
ACTS 16:1-40 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What does your perfect breakfast look like? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Paul went to Derbe and Lystra. There was a disciple there named Timothy, who was well 
spoken of by the brothers. Paul wanted Timothy to come with he and Silas, so he took 
Timothy and circumcised him because they were going to visit Jews. As they went, they 
shared the decision from Jerusalem and the churches were strengthened. 

As they were travelling, a vision appeared to Paul in the night of a Macedonian man 
standing there, urging Paul to come to Macedonia. Paul immediately concluded that God had 
called them there, and he and his company sought to go. They sailed toward Philippi, a 
leading city of Macedonia. On the Sabbath they went to the riverside, and ended up speaking 
to a group of women. One of the women was Lydia, a purple goods seller and worshiper of 
God. The Lord opened her heart to listen, and she and her household were all baptized. 

As Paul and company were on their way to pray, they met a slave girl with a spirit of 
divination whose owners made money from her fortune telling. She began following them, 
saying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 
salvation.” She did this for many days, and Paul was annoyed and commanded the spirit out 
of her in the name of Jesus Christ. Her owners were mad that they could no longer profit from 
her fortune-telling, so they took Paul and Silas before the rulers and said they were disturbing 
the city. The magistrates gave orders to beat them, and they were thrown in prison. Around 
midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and there was a great 
earthquake. Immediately, all of the doors were opened. The jailer almost killed himself 
because he supposed the prisoners had escaped, but Paul cried out, “We are all here!” The 
jailer fell down before Paul and Silas and asked what he must do to be saved. “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus!” And they spoke the word to him, and he and his family were baptized that night. 
The next morning, the magistrates sent police to release Paul and Silas, but Paul said the 
magistrates had beaten Roman citizens and should not release them secretly. The 
magistrates came and apologized to them and asked them to leave the city. Paul and Silas 
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went out of the prison and visited Lydia. When they saw all the brothers and encouraged 
them, they departed.  

 

BELIEF AND SALVATION: GOD GROWING HIS CHURCH 
ACTS 16:1-40 
 

 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How do you see Paul directed by God throughout this passage? 
● What principles of guidance do you see?  
● How do you see believers in this passage  living a Gospel centered life? 
● When have you experienced God’s leading in your life? 
● There are many reasons people reject the gospel. What are reasons you see today for 

rejecting the truth? 
● How does your response to opposition and suffering for the gospel compare and 

contrast to that of Paul and Silas? 
● If a person asked, “What must I do to be saved?” how would you answer? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
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● How can we pray for one another? 

 
 

TRUTH PREVAILS: 
STANDING IN GOD’S TRUTH AND PROOF 
ACTS 17:1-33  

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. Which period in history do you find most interesting? Why? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
When they arrived in Thessalonica, Paul went into the synagogue and preached Christ on 
three Sabbaths.  And some of the Jews there were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as 
well as a good number of Greeks and many of the leading women. But the Jews were jealous, 
and recruited a mob and attacked the house of Jason to find them. When they couldn’t, they 
dragged Jason and some other believers and brought them before the city authorities 
claiming that they had received men who were known to cause uproar, and  were claiming 
there is a different king than Caesar. The people were disturbed by this, but after Jason and 
the rest posted bail, let them go.  

The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they 
arrived there, they immediately went into the Jewish synagogue. These Jews were different 
than those in Thessalonica, and they received the word eagerly. Many of them believed as 
well. But the Jews from Thessalonica showed up and stirred up crowds. The brothers sent 
Paul away by sea, but Silas and Timothy remained. Paul landed in Athens and sent word for 
them to come there.  

While Paul waited in Athens, his heart was discontent because the city was full of idols. 
So Paul reasoned with people everywhere - in the synagogue and the marketplace. Some 
philosophers heard him and asked him to come to the Areopagus to share with them so they 
could understand what he meant. So Paul stood in their midst and shared, stating that they 
were obviously religious based on the number of objects and places of worship. But God does 
not live in temples made by man, for he created everything and does not need anything from 
man. After quoting some popular poems, Paul shared there would be judgment for those who 
do not repent from worshiping false gods, and there is assurance for those who do worship 
the true God in Christ’s resurrection. Some people mocked him, others wanted to hear him 
again, and others believed and joined him.  
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Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
 

 

TRUTH PREVAILS: STANDING IN GOD’S TRUTH AND PROOF 
ACTS 17:1-33 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How do we see the church respond to opposition to brothers in Christ in this passage? 
● What kinds of philosophies do you encounter as you attempt to communicate the 

Gospel in our modern world? 
● What are ways that you might be tempted to compromise the message of the Gospel 

as you communicate it to certain people? 
● What do you need to do and know in order to more effectively communicate the 

Gospel to others? 
● How does this passage describe the different ways that people receive a spiritual 

message? 
● Do any of the people that you share the Gospel with respond similarly to any of the 

people in this passage? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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SHARING TRUTH: 
INVESTING IN OTHERS 
ACTS 18:1-28 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is one place you want to visit? Why? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Paul left Athens and went to Corinth, where he found a Jew named Aquila and his wife 
Priscilla, who recently came from Italy because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to 
leave Rome. Paul stayed with them because they were all tentmakers by trade. And Paul 
reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. When 
Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the 
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. When they continued to oppose him, Paul declared their 
blood was on their own heads and he was going to preach to the Gentiles. And Paul left and 
went to the house of a man who lived next to the synagogue and preached there. Many of the 
Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. And the Lord told Paul in a vision to 
not be afraid, but to keep speaking, for He was with him and no one will harm him there. And 
Paul stayed for a year and a half in Corinth, teaching the word of God.  

But some Jewish leaders united against Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 
saying that Paul was persuading people to worship God contrary to Jewish law. But the 
proconsul said, “If this were a matter of crime, I would accept your complaint. But this is not, 
so deal with it yourselves.” And they all seized the ruler of the synagogue and beat him in 
front of the tribunal. After this Paul stayed many days longer, and then set sail for Syria, with 
Priscilla and Aquila with him. They arrived in Ephesus, where Paul left them  while he went 
into the synagogue and he reasoned with the Jews. They asked him to stay for longer, but he 
declined, saying “I will return if God wills.” Paul sailed to Caesarea, and then went down to 
Antioch, departing there to encourage the disciples in a number of places. 

During this time, a Jew named Apollos arrived in Ephesus. He was an eloquent speaker 
and knew the Scriptures. He spoke and taught concerning Jesus, even though he only knew 
the baptism of John. Priscilla and Aquila heard him in the synagogue, and took him aside and 
taught him more accurate information to share. Apollos travelled to Achaia and helped them 
because he refuted the Jews publicly and declared by the scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ. 
Read through the passage as a group. 
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Rebuild the story as a group. 

 

SHARING TRUTH: INVESTING IN OTHERS 
ACTS 18:1-28 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● In what ways do we see God uses difficult situations in this text? 
● What did Paul need to hear in the vision from God? From the text, why do you think 

that is? 
● When have you been sustained by someone bringing you good news, resources, etc?  
● What keeps you from allowing others to enter your life and ministry in such ways? 
● How do you see believers used in the lives of other believers in this passage? 
● Think about one person who profoundly affected your spiritual life. What are the ways 

that this person influenced you? 
● Paul had a strategy for reaching people for God - what is your strategy? 
● Who is God pressing on your heart for you to invest in? When will you get started? 

 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOD’S AWESOME POWER:  
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MIRACULOUS WORK  
ACTS 19:1-41 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What about becoming an adult surprised you/caught you off guard? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul came to Ephesus and encountered some disciples. He 
asked them if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believed, and they said no. “Into 
what were you baptized?” Paul asked. “John’s baptism”, they replied. And Paul told them 
John was preparing the way for Jesus, and they were baptized in the name of Jesus. When 
Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them powerfully. 

Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly about the kingdom of God for three 
months. But some of them began to oppose Paul, so he withdrew from them and spoke in the 
hall of Tyrannus for two years, and many heard. During this time, God was doing miraculous 
things through Paul, and any cloth that touched his skin were carried to the sick and healed 
them. Some of the traveling Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of Jesus in a roundabout 
way to heal those with evil spirits. The seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were 
doing this, but the evil spirit said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” Then 
the spirit overpowered them and they fled out of the house naked and wounded. This 
became widely known, and fear fell upon many. Also, many who were now believers in Jesus 
came confessing their dark practices. And a number of them came together and burnt books 
they had used for magic. And the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily 
there. 

After these events, Paul sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia, and he remained in 
Asia for a while. About this same time, a man named Demetrius who was a silversmith who 
made idols, gathered craftsmen to rally against Paul because people were turning from the 
idols that made them money. He also told them that people would possibly desecrate 
Artemis, to whom they had a temple and worshiped. They were enraged when they heard 
this, and the city was filled with confusion as the riot moved into the theater. They dragged 
two companions of Paul with them. Paul wished to go amongst the crowd, but was held back. 
Two hours later, the town clerk quieted the crowd, reminded them of their history, and 
cautioned them to not be rash, but to use the courts for complaints. Then he dismissed them. 
Read through the passage as a group. 
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Rebuild the story as a group. 

 

GOD’S AWESOME POWER: THE HOLY SPIRIT’S  
MIRACULOUS WORK 
ACTS 19:1-41 

 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How would you like to see the power of God revealed in our Christian community? 
● Wherever the Gospel is communicated with effectiveness, there will be both positive 

and negative responses. What are the positive results throughout this passage? The 
negative responses? 

● What modern day negative and positive responses have you seen as a result of the 
Gospel being communicated with power? 

● How are you seeing the power of God’s awesome power in your life? In our Life Group?  
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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PAUL’S JOURNEYS: 
LEAVING A GOSPEL LEGACY 
ACTS 20:1-38 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What kind of art do you appreciate the most? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
After the uproar in Ephesus ceased, Paul sent for the disciples, encouraged them and then 
departed for Macedonia. After offering encouragement there, he went to Greece and spent 
three months there. The Jews there plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, so he 
decided to return through Macedonia and meet up with the rest of the disciples in Troas.  

On the first day of the week, they were all gathered together to break bread. Paul was 
intending to leave the next day, so he spoke until midnight. As he kept speaking, a young man 
named Eutychus was sitting at the window. He sank into a deep sleep and fell from the third 
story and died. But Paul went down, and taking him in his arms said, “Don’t be alarmed, his 
life is in him.” And Paul continued to talk with them until daybreak, and then departed. They 
took the youth away alive, and were comforted. 

Those with Paul went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, where Paul was meeting 
up with them. Paul adjusted their travel plans to not stop in Ephesus so that they could 
possibly get to Jerusalem for Pentecost. They stopped in Miletus instead, and from Miletus 
Paul sent to Ephesus and asked the elders of the church to come to him. When they came to 
him, Paul gave them a heartfelt farewell because he knew that they would not see each other 
again. Paul reviewed the example that he set for them in boldly sharing Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and that he felt the Holy Spirit moving him toward Jerusalem where imprisonment awaited 
him. Paul then warned them to pay attention to the flock, and to care for and protect the 
church from false teaching by continuing to preach the truth to those whom Jesus bought 
with his own blood. He closes by reminding them not to covet riches, but to give heartily. And 
after saying these things, Paul knelt down and prayed with them all. All of them were 
weeping, and they embraced Paul and kissed him, grieving that they would not see his face 
again.  
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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PAUL’S JOURNEYS: LEAVING A GOSPEL LEGACY 
ACTS 20:1-38 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What do you see and feel as you read this passage? 
● How would you describe the spiritual legacy that Paul leaves in this chapter? 
● What does Paul say about his ministry to the Ephesians? 
● Which of these do you want to be able to say at the end of your own life? Why? 
● Who is in your spiritual care? How are you preparing those that you nurture spiritually 

to be left with the same confidence that Paul leaves the Ephesians? 
● What thoughts has this passage given you about the purpose and future of your life? 

What about the purpose of our Life Group? 
 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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STRONG FAITH: 
STANDING IN GOD’S WILL FIRST 
ACTS 21:1-36 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What was your favorite pastime as a child? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Paul and the disciples with him sailed toward Jerusalem, stopping in a number of places. The 
ship landed at Tyre to unload its cargo, so they sought out the disciples there and stayed for 
seven days. Through the Spirit, the disciples there were telling Paul not to go to Jerusalem. 
The journey continued, with a one day stop to encourage some brothers, until they got to 
Caesarea. There they went to the house of Philip, an evangelist, and while they stayed there 
for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. He took Paul’s belt and 
bound his own feet and hands, saying “The Holy Spirit says this is how the Jews at Jerusalem 
will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.” Those 
who heard this urged Paul not to go to Jerusalem, but Paul rebuked them and reminded 
them that he was ready to be imprisoned and even die for the name of Jesus. So the people 
ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” 

When they got to Jerusalem, Paul visited James and the elders of the church there and 
told them one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 
Hearing it, they glorified God. They then warned Paul that other Jews who were zealous for 
the law would not be pleased that Paul was in Jerusalem, so they urged him to sponsor some 
Christian Jews who were observing some aspects of the law to prove he wasn’t against the 
law for all, just against imposing it upon Gentile converts. While Paul was in the temple, he 
was recognized by some Jews in Asia and they called out against him saying, “Men of Israel! 
This is the man who has been teaching against the law and this place.” They also accused him 
of bringing a Greek man into the temple and defiling it because they saw him with a man from 
Ephesus earlier. All the city became stirred up and the people seized Paul and dragged him 
out of the temple, seeking to kill him. The tribune heard of it, and took soldiers down to the 
scene. They stopped beating Paul, and the tribune arrested him and inquired what he had 
done. The crowd shouted different things, and the tribune couldn’t make sense of them, so 
they carried Paul out to the barracks, away from the violent crowd. 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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STRONG FAITH: STANDING IN GOD’S WILL FIRST 
ACTS 21:1-36 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What stands out to you about Paul from this section? 
● Do you see a similar commitment to the will of God in believers today? Who? 
● How would you describe the response that the Jerusalem elders have to Paul? 
● What things can we learn from the way the church functions in this passage? 
● Have you ever been in a situation where you felt the Lord leading you toward 

something that people who love you encouraged you to not do?  
● How do you see Paul balance the love others have for him with his love of God? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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STANDING STRONG: 
TEACHING TRUTH BEFORE OPPOSITION 
ACTS 21:37-22:30 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What is something you are looking forward to this week? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
As they were bringing Paul into the barracks, he asked the tribune if he could say something 
to him. The tribune asked if he was someone else, and Paul replied that he is a Jew from 
Tarsus, and “I beg you, permit me to speak to the people.” The tribune gave Paul permission, 
and he stood on the steps and began addressing them in the Hebrew language, which made 
them even more quiet. Paul told them his history, as a Jew who was formally educated and 
was zealous about persecuting Jesus’ followers. He then shared how God stopped him on the 
road to Damascus and asks why he was persecuting him. When Paul asked who was speaking, 
the Lord said, “I am Jesus.” And Paul was brought into Damascus, and God sent Ananias to 
receive him and give him a message that God had appointed Paul to be a witness of what he 
had seen and heard to be true of Jesus. Paul was baptized as a believer in Jesus who was free 
from his sins by calling on Jesus’ name. Paul then shared how he had been praying in 
Jerusalem when God had told him to leave because they would not receive his testimony 
about Jesus. Instead, God sent him to the Gentiles.  

At this point the crowd started to call out that he should not be allowed to live, and as 
they were shouting and throwing cloaks and dirt, the tribune ordered Paul to be brought into 
the barracks. He then said that Paul should be examined by flogging to determine why the 
Jews were calling out against him. But when they were getting ready to flog him, Paul asked a 
centurion there, “Is it lawful for you to flog a Roman citizen who is uncondemned?” The 
centurion went to the tribune and asked him, “What are you about to do? This man is a 
Roman citizen.” The tribune asked Paul if this was true, and Paul said, “Yes” The tribune told 
Paul he had bought that citizenship for himself, and Paul replied, “I was born a Roman 
citizen.” Those who were about to flog him withdrew immediately, realizing they had bound 
and almost flogged a Roman citizen. But the next day, the tribune unbound and brought Paul 
before the chief priests and the council, because he wanted to know why the Jews were 
accusing him.  
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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STANDING STRONG: TEACHING TRUTH BEFORE OPPOSITION 
ACTS 21:37-22:30 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What does this passage teach you about persecution? 
● What do you learn about people who persecute others? 
● In what way did Paul establish a common ground with others to tell his story? How do 

you? 
● What is one thing that stands out to you about the way Paul deals with his current 

circumstances?  
● How would you compare the way Paul deals with difficult circumstances with the way 

you deal with yours? In what way would you like to improve? 
● What has this passage taught you about the results you might expect from sharing 

your testimony? What effect do these results have on you? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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TAKE COURAGE: 
PAUL FACES GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES 
ACTS 23:1-35 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What’s your favorite line from a book or a movie? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Paul looked intently at the council, and spoke to them, “Brothers, I have lived my life in Good 
conscience up to this day.” The high priest commanded those by Paul to strike him on the 
mouth, and Paul strongly called out the hypocrisy of judging him on the law when the high 
priest just failed to follow it. Then those rebuked him for disrespecting the high priest, and 
Paul told them he did not know that was the high priest. Paul had also realized that part of 
those gathered were Sadducees and the other part were Pharisees. Paul knew that these 
groups disagreed about the resurrection, so he brought up the hope of the resurrection of the 
dead and started a fight. A great clamor arose, and the tribune commanded soldiers to rescue 
Paul from the scene. The following night, the Lord told Paul that as he had testified in 
Jerusalem, he was going to testify also in Rome. 

The next day, over 40 Jews plotted to kill Paul and made an oath to not eat or drink 
until they had. They came before the chief priests and elders and told them of their plan, and 
asked them to summon the tribune to bring Paul down as if they were going to question him, 
and they would kill him on his way. Paul’s nephew heard of the plan, and went to the 
barracks and told Paul. Paul asked a centurion to take his nephew to the tribune. When he 
did, the young man told the tribune of the plan, and the tribune told him to not tell anyone 
that he had told him of the plan. 

The tribune called two centurions and asked them to gather a small army to leave at 9 
pm, and to include a mount for Paul to ride safely to Felix the governor. The tribune wrote to 
Felix, telling him the situation that Paul was a Roman citizen whom the Jews were trying to 
imprison and kill even though it was not a crime deserving death, for Paul simply brought 
questions about Jewish law. As such, the tribune was sending Paul because of a plot against 
him, and he would inform his accusers to bring their charges to the governor. Paul and the 
soldiers arrived at Caesarea, and delivered the letter to the governor. After finding out Paul 
was indeed from a Roman province, he agreed to give him a hearing and had him guarded.  
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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TAKE COURAGE: PAUL FACES GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES 
Acts 23:1-35 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● How many people did Paul have supporting and encouraging him?  
● What do you find notable about the way Paul handles these situations? 
● Which characters stand out to you the most in this passage? Why? 
● What circumstances have you had to stand alone because of your conviction of faith? 
● Who have you had to stand before and defend yourself because of your faith? 
● What is one thing you learned from Paul’s defense that encourages you? How can you 

use that to disciple someone who is weak in their faith? 
● What are some of the consequences you face each day as you stand firm for Jesus?  

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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SO CLOSE:  
ALMOST REAL CHRISTIANITY 
ACTS 24:1-27 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What do you usually do on your commute to work? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
After Paul was in the governor’s custody for five days, Ananias the high priest came down with 
some elders and Tertullus, a spokesman, and laid their case against Paul before the governor. 
Paul was summoned, and Tertullus shared that Paul had been a plague who had caused riots 
all over the world as a leader of the Nazarenes. He then accused Paul of trying to profane the 
temple.  The Jews also affirmed this charge. The governor turned to Paul, and Paul replied, “I 
have not been in Jerusalem more than 12 days, and in that time I did not dispute with nor stir 
up any crowd in the synagogues or the city. They also cannot prove the other charges against 
me. I am part of the Way, worshiping the God of our fathers and believing everything the Law 
and Prophets say with a hope in God. I was coming to my nation to present offerings, when 
they found me in the temple without any crowd or tumult. Some Jews from Asia - who ought 
to be here if they want to accuse me - came and stirred them against me. The one thing I did 
was cry out about the resurrection at my trial.” 

Felix had a fairly accurate knowledge of the Way, Jesus’ followers, and put off the 
Jewish accusers saying, “I’m going to wait until the tribune comes down to decide your case.” 
Then Felix ordered the centurion to keep Paul in custody, but to give him some liberty and to 
allow his friends to come to him. 

After a number of days, Felix and his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, sent for Paul and 
heard more about faith in Jesus Christ. As Paul shared about righteousness, self-control, and 
judgment, Felix was alarmed and sent Paul away until he would summon him again. Felix 
sent for Paul and conversed with him often for two years. Felix was also hoping Paul would 
give him money in the midst of this. Felix was succeeded as governor by Porcius Festus, but 
left Paul in prison as a favor to the Jews. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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SO CLOSE: ALMOST REAL CHRISTIANITY 
ACTS 24:1-27 
 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What do we learn about Paul in this passage? 
● What effect did Paul’s courage and self control have on Felix? 
● What did you learn in this passage about Felix after Paul spent several years teaching 

him in the Word?  
● In what ways have you been like Felix?  
● If you could pass on a word to Felix; what would you say? 
● What is “inconvenient” for you about being a Christian?  
● What’s the difference between being acquainted with the Way and being a Believer? 
● How long were you well acquainted with the Way of Jesus before you became a 

Believer? 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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READY FAITH:  
ANSWERS IN THE FACE OF ACCUSATION 
ACTS 25:1-22 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. Of all the people in your life, who is someone you look up to and why? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
Three days after Festus, the new governor, arrived in the province, he travelled to Jerusalem. 
The chief priests and some influential Jewish men laid out their case against Paul before him. 
They then asked Festus for a favor - for him to summon Paul to Jerusalem - because they 
were planning to ambush and kill him on the way. Festus told them Paul was at Caesarea, 
where Festus was going soon, and instead invited some leaders to come with him and bring 
charges against Paul.  

When they all got to Caesarea, Festus ordered Paul to be brought. The Jews from 
Jerusalem brought many serious charges against Paul that they could not prove. Paul argued 
for his own defense, saying, “Neither against Jewish Law nor Caesar’s have I committed any 
offense.” Festus wanted to do the Jews a favor, so he asked if Paul would like to go to 
Jerusalem to be tried there. But Paul said no, saying he had not done any wrong to the Jews 
in Jerusalem. “If I am a wrongdoer and deserve death, I will not run from it, but since these 
are empty charges against me, no one can give me to them. I appeal to Caesar.” After 
conferring with his council, Festus agreed to send Paul to Caesar. 

After a number of days, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to greet 
Festus. Festus told them, “There is a man that Felix left as a prisoner, and that the accusers 
wanted him dead, but the charges were not worthy of death but are rather a matter of 
internal debate in their religion about Jesus, who was once dead but Paul asserts is alive.” 
Festus then explained that Paul appealed to stay in custody until the emperor could hear his 
case. Agrippa said he wanted to hear from Paul, so the next day Festus formally introduced 
the case before him, stating the purpose was that he needed something to write as Paul’s 
charges to send him to Caesar. 
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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READY FAITH: ANSWERS IN THE FACE OF ACCUSATION 
ACTS 25:1-22 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● There are a lot of political factors at play in this passage. How do you see Paul 
navigating them with integrity? 

● How do you usually respond when you are disfavored so that someone else can be 
favored? How does Paul respond? 

● What was a situation in your past when you wished you had a better answer? How 
would you be better prepared now than back then? 

● Have the words to defend your faith ever reached people that you never expected? 
How so? 

● Which truths do you find most reassuring when defending your faith? 
 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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TELLING OF GOD’S WORK:  
PAUL’S TESTIMONY OF GOSPEL HOPE 
ACTS 26:1-32 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. Did you have a favorite story as a child? Describe it in a few sentences. 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
King Agrippa gave Paul permission to speak. So Paul began his defense, expressing gratitude 
that Agrippa understood the customs of the Jews. Paul shared about his youth, and his zeal in 
Jewish tradition in being a Pharisee. He explained that he was now on trial because of the 
hope that he has in the promise made by God to their fathers, questioning, “Why would 
anyone think it is incredible that God would raise the dead?” Paul further explained that he 
used to persecute followers of Jesus by locking them in prison and approving their 
executions, punishing them and seeking to get them to blaspheme. Paul continued to explain 
that it was in this zeal that he was seeking to chase believers to Damascus when a bright light 
shone around him and his travel companions. He heard the voice of the Lord asking Saul why 
he was persecuting him, and commissioning him to be a servant and a witness to the things 
he has and will see so that others may turn from darkness to light and receive forgiveness of 
their sins with faith in Jesus.  

Paul continued to share, saying that he was obedient to the heavenly vision from God, 
sharing first with those in Damascus, Jerusalem, through Judea and to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God. “For this reason, the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to 
kill me. But I have had the help of God, and I testify to what Moses and the prophets said 
would come to pass, that the Christ would suffer, and be the first to rise from the dead to 
proclaim light to both Jews and Gentiles. Festus interrupted, saying, “Paul, you are out of 
your mind!” But Paul replied, “I am not out of my mind, for I am speaking true and rational 
words. The King knows it’s true - he has been aware of what is happening - King Agrippa, do 
you believe the prophets?” Agrippa replied, “Will you persuade me to be a Christian in such a 
short time?” Paul answered, “ I would desire all of you to become as I am, excepting the 
chains.” Then, the king rose, and Bernice and the governor, and they withdrew to another 
spot, saying to one another, “This man has done nothing deserving death or imprisonment.” 
Agrippa said, “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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TELLING OF GOD’S WORK: PAUL’S TESTIMONY OF GOSPEL HOPE 
Acts 26:1-32 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What things have you learned about Paul’s story over the past few weeks?  
● What can we learn from the way Paul shares his story? 
● What motivates you to tell your story about Jesus to non-Christians? To what degree 

are you concerned about your non-Christian friends becoming Christians? Explain. 
● What do you think people most remember about Christianity from your witness? 
● What do you think non-Christians have more trouble with - God? Church? People? How 

does your story address their concerns? 
● How does Paul’s heart for King Agrippa compare or contrast with your heart for those 

around you who do not know Jesus? 
● What is the difference between sharing your testimony and sharing the gospel? 
● Would one of you be willing to tell your story next week? I will ask you to tell it in under 

7 minutes. 
 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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GOD’S WILL:  
STORMS ON THE SEA 
ACTS 27:1-44 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. What’s your favorite way to spend time outdoors? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
When it was time to sail to Rome, Paul and some other prisoners were given to a centurion 
named Julius. They left, and made a few stops, during one of which Julius gave Paul 
permission to visit some friends. They sailed with a bit of difficulty until they reached a place 
called Fair Havens. The difficult sailing made it so that the voyage to Rome was now going to 
be dangerous because of the timing. Paul told them that he had perceived that the voyage 
would result in injury and loss - of cargo, ship, and lives. But the centurion paid more 
attention to other voices, and since the harbor was not a good place to spend the winter, they 
took a chance and sailed toward a harbor of Crete that was better to winter in. It looked like 
they were going to make it, when a strong northeaster sprang up and drove the ship away 
from its goal. They were violently tossed and feared they would run aground, so they started 
to jettison the cargo. The storm continued for many days, and they were discouraged. 

Paul stood up among them, and said, “You should have listened to me and not set sail 
from Crete. But take heart, for an angel of God came to me and said there would be no loss of 
life from this ship. But we must run aground on some island.” On the fourteenth night of their 
woebegotten journey, the sailors suspected they were nearing land. They laid anchor to try 
not to run aground. Some sailors tried to escape, but Paul told the centurion and soldiers, 
“Unless those men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” So the soldiers cut away the ropes 
of the escape boat. As dawn was approaching, Paul urged them all to eat some food because 
it had been so long and they needed strength because they were not going to perish. Paul 
gave thanks to God for the bread and broke it and they all ate it and were encouraged. At day, 
they noticed a bay with a beach on it and planned to run the ship ashore. However, it struck a 
reef and ran aground. The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners so that none would escape, 
but the centurion wanted to save Paul and stopped the plan. He then ordered those who 
could swim to jump make for land, and the rest of them would use planks and pieces of the 
ship to get ashore. And they were all brought safely to land.  
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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GOD’S WILL: STORMS ON THE SEA 
ACTS 27:1-44 
 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What do you notice about different characters in this passage? Paul? The centurion? 
Sailors and soldiers? 

● What can you learn about leadership from this passage? 
● What are the consequences for ignoring the wisdom from God in this passage? 
● Whose advice do you wish you had followed at one time in your life? What happened 

because you didn’t? How did God continue to work with you despite your unwise 
decision? 

● Paul is doing God’s will and yet he goes through this experience. How do you explain 
why shipwrecks come to us in the midst of doing God’s will? What does it teach you 
about God’s ways? 

● What has this passage taught you about kindness and compassion? How has 
unexpected kindness and compassion come to you this past month? 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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TO BE CONTINUED:  
PAUL IN ROME AND THE CHURCH CONTINUES 
ACTS 28:1-30 

 
1.   ASK. How did your application from last week go? 

2.   ICEBREAKER. Who in the Book of Acts have you been the most amazed by? Why? 

3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 

 
After getting to the land, they learned they were on Malta, and the people there showed them 
great kindness and built a fire for them. Paul gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the 
fire, and a viper bit him on the hand. The natives thought it was a sign he was a murderer, 
because it seemed that justice had caught up with him. However, Paul shook off the viper and 
suffered no harm. This changed the mind of the natives, and then they thought he was a god.  

In the same area, there were some lands belonging to the chief man of the island. He 
gave them hospitality for three days, and it happened that his father was sick. Paul visited 
him, prayed and laid his hands on him, and healed him. When this took place, others on the 
island with diseases came and were cured. The natives honored them greatly, and gave them 
all they needed to sail away. 

After three months, all of them left on a ship making its way to Rome. When they 
finally arrived in Rome, Church brothers came from all around to see them, and Paul was 
encouraged and thanked God for them. Paul was allowed to stay by himself with one soldier 
guarding him. After three days, he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and explained 
his situation. The local leaders explained that they had not received letters about Paul, but 
were interested to hear what his views are, because everywhere the Way was spoken against. 
They came to Paul’s lodging in great numbers to hear, and from morning until evening he 
testified to the kingdom of God from the Law of Moses and the Prophets. Some believed, but 
others did not. Paul told them the Holy Spirit was right about them and quoted Isaiah 
regarding their dull ears and closed eyes, who would hear and never understand, and see but 
not perceive. Paul then told them that salvation had been sent to the Gentiles, and they will 
listen.  And after disagreeing among themselves, they departed. 

Paul lived for two years there, and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching about Jesus Christ with boldness.  
 
Read through the passage as a group. 
Rebuild the story as a group. 
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TO BE CONTINUED: PAUL IN ROME AND THE CHURCH 
CONTINUES 
ACTS 28:1-30 

 

 
 
CORE QUESTIONS:  

● What stuck out to you from this story? 
● What does this story teach us about God?  
● What does this story teach us about people? 

 
MORE QUESTIONS: 

● What can we notice in the reactions of people to the Gospel in this passage? 
● What can we learn about testifying about Christ in this passage? 
● What characteristics does Paul have that imitate those of Jesus? 
● Who do you relate to in this passage? Why? 
● How do you feel about the conclusion of the book of Acts? Why? 
● In what way is your life a continuation of the Book of Acts? How does this make you 

feel? What does it make you want to do? Why? 
● What has God shown you from the book of Acts about how He might want to use our 

Life Group?  
 

 

 
 
Take a minute and ask the Holy Spirit to speak.  

● What is one truth from this story the Spirit is pressing on your heart to apply this 
week?  

● Who could you share these truths with this week? 
 

 
 

● When do we meet next? 
● How can we pray for one another? 
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YEAR END REVIEW 
PROFILE OF A DISCIPLE 
 

 
1.   ASK. Are you making disciples? If not, why not? What are some ways you personally can 
make disciples? 
3.   PRAY. Ask the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts and minds as you study this passage. 
 

 
● What are each of the parts of the Profile of a Disciple? 

○ What (or rather, who) is at the center? 
○ What spokes radiate from that center? 
○ What areas do those spokes partition? 
○ What six actions surround the wheel? 
○ What’s the whole thing ultimately about? (God’s Glory) 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS:  What does this teach us about God? What does this teach us about 
people? 
 

 
● How much time do you spend investing in each area - Live, Love, and Lead? 
● How do you practice the actions around the rim of the Wheel? 
● Do your daily choices reflect the ultimate purpose of Everything? 

○ What do you really have as your guiding principle in life? 
 

 
● In what specific ways are you going to be a better disciple from now on? 
● How are you going to apply everything you’ve learned in the past 27 weeks to your life 

for the next 29 weeks? 
●  Who will you share this with this week? Pray for God to continue to teach you about 

this passage throughout the week. 
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ACTS: SEEING GOD’S POWER IN ACTION 
YEAR END REVIEW 
LEADER’S GUIDE 

As you began this study, we asked the question, “What needs to happen so the Gospel 
can break out of our churches to our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of our 
world today?”  

As you wrap up this study, we want your group to take some time thinking through how 
you have grown, individually and as a group, and how the Kingdom of God has grown, as 
a result of this study. 

● Where has God brought transformation?  
● How have you been emboldened to share your faith?  
● Where have you shared your faith more openly? 
● How has the Holy Spirit used this study to further your growth as a disciple and as a 

disciple maker? 
● Which passage has made a lasting impression upon you? 
● How has God moved you toward participating in His kingdom building work of sharing 

the Gospel with all people? 

 

Our hope and prayer is that this study would bring fruit for the Kingdom of God for years to 
come - thank you for being willing to lead a group that is open to our good God’s ongoing 
kingdom building work. 

 
Spend some time closing your final gathering in prayer. Give thanks for God’s guidance and 
wisdom while studying Acts, for the way He has spoken into your lives, for the work of 
growing and maturing he has done in each member of the group. Thank God for one another 
and the relationships within the Life Group. 
 
And remember, the story continues on, so don’t forget to invite one another toward 
more Gospel-centered transformation through members of this life group becoming 
leaders of new groups next year, and seeing the work of God continue in the coming 
year. 
 
We are so very thankful for you. 
 

- FBC Groups Ministry Team 
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