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WELCOME TO THE 

VASAVA PRAYER GUIDE   

We have collected this guide with the desire that you would 

join us in praying for the Vasava people. Pray that they will 

come to hear the Gospel. Let's pray together that all the 

Vasava people would know the hope of Christ. 
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AN UNREACHED PEOPLE 

THE VASAVA  

The Vasava are an indigenous tribe that are part of the Bhil ethnic 

community. This group is largely found in the states of Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, and Rajasthan in India. It is important to mention 

that throughout history there has been a lot of division between 

the peoples of Gujarat and the rest of India. Between Hindus, 

consisting of many castes, and also influenced by the British crea-

tion of the category of tribal.   

Vasavi is their main language although they also speak Gujarati 

as a second language. They recieved “scheduled tribe status” 

which means that they are an officially designated group of pro-

tected people in India. During the time of British rule in the coun-

try of India these tribes were known as the depressed classes.  In 

Gujarat more than 99% believe in Hinduism, less than 1% follow 

Islam and very few practice Christianity.  





 

CASTE 

Prayer Points 

 Pray that God would make educational facilities available so that 

they may escape poverty. 

 Ask God to provide economic development for the Vasava. Jobs 

that will provide sufficiency for those that live in poverty. 

Caste (pronounced "kast") is an institution uniquely associated with In-

dia, in which certain groups are given preference. People belonging to a 

high caste, such as Bramins, have traditionally held leadership roles, 

been more likely to be educated, and owned most of the land. 

Arising out of traditions in Hinduism, Caste is determined by birth. Caste 

groups have strict rules about marriages within the caste. Caste mem-

bership involves rules about food and with whom food can be shared. 

Castes are arranged in a hierarchy of rank and status. Castes are tradi-

tionally linked to occupations, so that a person in the lowest caste 

would be expected to have a job involving manual labor. However, 

some people groups are outside the caste system, and are known as 

"untouchables." They do the dirtiest work, are frequently discriminated 

against in jobs, education, property rights, and legal protection. As a 



The Vasava are often times subsistence farmers or day laborers working 

as agricultural workers, shepherds, or brick masons. The Vasava often 

commute for miles on foot or in oxcarts to participate in weekly village 

markets. They will sell or trade wild roots, berries, and crops they have 

raised. In turn they buy materials for their daily living (tools, clothing, 

and jewelry). Their interaction with other Bhil groups and Hindu shop-

keepers during these weekly market visits are very cordial. Some pros-

perous Vasava build houses with bamboo walls and tile roofs. In con-

trast, the poor ask for help from family and friends to build mud huts. 

Most of the Vasava build houses near rivers so that they are close to the 

water for domestic purposes; bathing, washing, and cooking. 

Prayer Points  

 The Vasava are part of the  Bhil Frontier people Group. Pray that 

God would be merciful and begin a flourishing church among them. 

 They have limited medical facilities. Pray for their health especially 

 

ECONOMY 



 

RELIGION 

Most Vasava practice Hinduism mixed with their animistic beliefs  in 

local spirits and deities. Each village, or family, will have gods that they 

worship, but also worship other Hindu gods during various festivals. 

Other groups respect the Vasava because they are known for their 

power of magic and master of religious ceremonies. People are ex-

tremely superstitious and have deep-rooted beliefs in demonic influ-

ence. They believe that witches are possessed by the spirit of people 

who died unnaturally and violently. The women in the photo are wor-

shiping the god that inhabits a tree.                                                                            

Prayer Points 

 Pray that God would demonstrate His power over the powers & 

authorities that bring fear in the heart of the Vasava. 

 Ask God to reveal Himself in His resurrection power, victorious  

over Satan and his demons.  

 Pray that Christians would trust wholly in Jesus and forsake  the 

ways of their forefathers.  



 

FAMILY  

The Vasava are a collectivistic society. The needs, honor, and aspira-

tions of the family are primary, taking importance over the needs of 

individuals. The Vasava like most other Hindus groups will practice 

only marrying people within their own caste. Grandparents will live 

close by, most likely in the same house and will have a strong influ-

ence over all decisions the family makes. Men are viewed as providers 

and protectors. Women will work in the field, cultivating, planting and 

harvesting and will also manage the home and care for the children. 

Wives are often the spiritual leaders in a Vasava home. 

 

Prayer Points: 

 Ask that God would bring entire Vasava families into his Kingdom 

 Pray that the Vasava will understand that the body of Christ is 

their new family.   

 Pray that the Vasava men will see their need to take spiritual lead-

ership in their families. 

 Pray that the Vasava will see the honor that God has given them 

by making them children of God. 



 

EDUCATION  

In India education is a primary key to escaping poverty. The Vasava 

mostly live in remote villages. In a village access to education is very 

limited, and the quality of education is poor. In addition, children are 

needed to help in the field during planting and harvest season which 

takes them out of the classroom frequently. As a girl child grows older, 

she is often required to help raise siblings at home so that her mother 

can work, therefore increasing the dropout rate for girls. 

Illiteracy among the Vasava is about 50 %, and women are almost twice 

as likely to be illiterate as men. The result of these factors is that the 

Vasava children become trapped in a cycle of a poverty from which 

there is little hope of escape. 

Prayer Points 

 Pray that compassionate people would sponsor the educational 

costs for Vasava children. 

 Pray that God would bring education to Vasava villages. 

 Pray that God would send godly teachers to help educate Vasava 

children. 

 Ask God to send teachers that can offer classes in adult literacy. 



Background of the Vasava Bhil Tribe: 

Historically, the area where the Vasava Bhils lived included beautiful 

plains surrounded by rolling hills that were once covered in thick forest. 

It is important to emphasize that the Vasava Bhils are the first occupants 

of the area until the 10th century AD. They had their own territory that 

used to be governed by Bhils chiefs. Eventually after centuries they were 

substituted by Rajput chiefs or mixed descendants due to the successive 

immigration of Rajputs from the surrounding plains.  It is known that 

the Gohil Rajput dynasty of that region fought to protect this territory. 

According to historical records of Rajpipla, The Godil Rajput joined forc-

es with the Bhils and fought against the Sultans of Ahmedabad, the 

Mughals and the Marathas. From the 16th century forward, due to suc-

cessive waves of migration by Hindu settlers, the Bhil tribe was pushed 

deep into the forest, leading to the fragmentation of Bhil's leadership. It 

is also known that the Vasava Bhil were influenced by the Marathi, who 

had fought against the Muslims of the Moghul dynasty and established 

 

HISTORY 



 

CHURCH GROWTH 

Whether it is through the worship of idols or of local spirits, these pow-

erful spiritual forces control the Vasava. Bringing fear, sickness, emo-

tional and mental stress and calamity; these spiritual forces rule the 

lives of the Vasava. They need to be translated from the kingdom of 

darkness into the kingdom of His beloved Son. 

The Vasava are part of the Bhil which are a Frontier People Group 

meaning that they are 0.1% or less Christian. The Vasava of Gujarat 

have few cross-cultural Christian workers  from within their people 

group. Since they live in remote villages there are no churches close by 

from other people groups that might share the Gospel message to 

their villages. The Vasavi language lacks a Bible translation, in addition 

tools like the Jesus film, evangelistic tracts or books are not available .  

Prayer Points 

 The Vasava are part of the Bhil Frontier People group. Pray that 

God would be merciful and begin a flourishing church among 

them. 

 Pray that the completion of the Jesus film and other evangelistic 

materials into the Vasavi language will be provide. 

 Ask God to strengthen , encourage, and protect the small number 

of Vasava Christians.  

 Ask that God would raise up missionaries to go to the Vasava peo-



 

VASAVA IN INDIA 

Vasava in Gujarat: The Vasava in Gujarat believe that they de-

scend from Eklavya. Originally they were from southern Gujarat 

and Madhya Pradesh. This community can be found in the Baroda, 

Surat, Bharuch, Narmada and Panchmahal districts. They speak 

the Bhili language, although most can now speak Gujarati. 

 

Vasava in Maharashtra: The Vasasa in Maharashtra are mainly 

found in the Khandesh region. Its settlements occur mostly in the 

forest and mountains of the Satpuda mountain range. The Vasava 

people speak the Bhil language, and most of them also speak Ma-

rathi. They are primarily an agricultural community, and animal 

husbrandy is common. 
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RESOURCES 

https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/21500/IN
https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/21500/IN


 

 

WAYS TO BE INVOLVED 

1. Join a short-term Missions trips to India (ways to be involved) 

Pray through this guide monthly  

Join a Vasava prayer group 

Sponsor a Vasava student, pastor, or evangelist 

Join a short-term missions trip to India: (ways to participate) 

Farming  

Teaching children, students, or pastors. 

Women’s ministry 

Worship Leader training  

2. Go to India as a long term worker  

        For more information please contact pastor Sarah at  

        missions@fbceugene.com 

 




